
Peace River Audubon Society Meeting 

September 13, 2022 

 

Present: Phyllis Cady, Victoria Carpenter, Brenda Curtis, Kalendi Jackson, Gregg Klowden, Mike 
Krzyskowski, Nancy Leipold, Rob Mills,  Peter Quasius.  

 Sandra Artman joined the meeting 5:46 P.M. 

A quorum was established and meeting started at 5:08 P.M. 

Scholarship Fund 

Gregg Klowden related the history of the PRAS scholarship fund and stated that he would like 
this fund to grow so that the scholarships will be funded by the interest on these funds. He 
suggested that PRAS could possibly offer two scholarships this year.  The scholarship is for 
college students who have completed at least two years of collegiate study. He would like to 
announce applications for the scholarship this fall with a November 15th deadline. Scholarships 
would be for $1000.00. Mike K. asked if it would be possible to increase the amount of the 
scholarships. Gregg reiterated that he would like to increase the amount of the account so that 
it could be sustainable and support the funding of the scholarships in the future.  

Vikki, Pete and Mike volunteered to be on a panel with Gregg to review the completed 
applications.  If the market goes down, the panel could decide whether to give out one or two 
scholarships.  Peter stated that he has access to several other scholarships funds and maybe 
there could be a bundling of scholarships so that applicants may receive money from several 
funding sources. Pete stated that the other funding sources application deadline is in April and 
suggested that we delay our application deadline until then.  Gregg suggested that we keep the 
application deadline in November so that students can use the money for their current year in 
school.  It was suggested that after PRAS review and offer their scholarship, we forward these 
applications to the organizations  Pete is involved. Scholarship winner(s) could be announced at 
the PRAS banquet.  

Gregg then discussed the birdathon. He suggested that the categories be expanded for different 
ways to conduct the birdathon. For example, counting birds at a bird feeder. He was concerned 
that people are not responding to birdathon requests. He stated that it should be fun. The 
birdathon is a fund raiser for PRAS.  

Bren suggested that we do more advertising for the birdathon and make sure that this does not 
conflict with other activities.  She suggested that this activity occur in the spring.  

Gregg left the meeting.  

Minutes 

After correcting the draft August minutes to correct the date to August 9, 2022 the minutes  
were approved as distributed.  



Vikki reminded everyone that we needed to approve the minutes from the May meeting and 
then send them to Kalindi to be put on the website. After minutes are approved they are to be 
sent to Kalindi to put on the website. Vikki moved that we approved the May minutes. Pete 
seconded. This motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Announcements 

Bren stated that she would be looking into PRAS insurance. She suggested that we may need to 
update the form that participates sign when they go on outings with PRAS. Bren also said that 
she would contact other Audubon groups to get information on their insurance and policies.  

There was discussion about the website and it’s update. Updates of the conservation page, a 
president’s letter, the education page and an addition of Bird ID info on the birding page were 
completed Phyllis stated that Kalindi has updated the website and it looks very good. Phyllis 
suggested we check out the  Facebook link on  our website and decide if we would like to 
continue.  It will cost $49 a year to provide a link to Facebook from our website,  if we want to 
continue. Kalindi left the meeting.  

Bren then shared information on the PRAS photo contest. Bren stated that this would be used 
as a way to increase membership.  

Vikki moved that we approve the Photo Contest information sheet. Nancy seconded. This 
motion was approved unanimously.  

CHEC 

Rob stated that CHEC could use more volunteers.  September 24th is a celebration at CHEC on 
National Public Lands Day.  

Bren stated that the CHEC board likes their board members to rotate every several years.  It 
was stated that Mike Bedoar suggested that Rob Mills  be the PRAS representative to the CHEC 
Board.  Pete Q moved that Rob Mills be the PRAS representative on the CHEC board. Phyllis 
seconded and this motion was unanimously approved. Bren and other board members thanked 
Kerry Bowers for her excellent past job representing PRAS on the CHEC board. 

Treasury 

Sandra A. joined the meeting at 5:46 P.M.   

Sandy A. had distributed information on the financial status to the board via email . She stated 
that PRAS is in good financial status.  

Bird Blind 

Rob suggested that we recruit volunteers to spruce up the bird blind. Mike K. suggested that we 
wait until the end of the rainy season before we attempt to finish landscaping around the bird 
blind. Mike K. then identified several items that need to be finished to complete the bird blind. 



Mike K. stated that he was looking for people to work on the PRAS bird blind once monthly, on 
Wednesday mornings to maintain the blind. Phyllis stated that she could put this request for 
volunteers in her communications with members. 

 

Bren stated that the plaque commemorating Ron Mills will be ready by October 20th. The 
dedication of the bird blind will be October 25th which is Ron Mills birthday.  She suggested that 
there be some pictures framed for color inside the blind.  Bren also shared a photo of the door 
curtain that has been purchased for the blind.  

 

Native Plant Nursery 

Rob then discussed the possibility of writing a grant to the FPL/Audubon. He stated that the 
new butterfly house at CHEC has replaced the contracted native plant nursery company that 
was selling native plants at CHEC.  Rob discovered that there was no native plant nurseries in 
Charlotte County. He discovered that several Audubon groups have their own native plant 
nurseries.  He suggested that he could write a grant to create at CHEC/ PRAS native plant 
nursery.  The plants at CHEC could be a possible seed bank for this nursery. The purpose of the 
grant would be to create a native plant nursery at CHEC. This could be a perpetual thing. Pete 
Q. made a motion that Rob move forward with this idea and grant.  Sandy A. seconded. This 
motion was approved unanimously. 

Committees 

Bren C. stated that PRAS brochures were distributed  to libraries and the Englewood chamber of 
commerce.  

Rob stated that Pennington Park everything is ok. He stated there are two volunteers who live 
near the park and work very hard maintaining the park. Nancy volunteered to sponsor their 
memberships in PRAS. 

Vikki then asked do we have volunteer recognition program?  Do we acknowledge our 
volunteers in any way? It appears that PRAS does not have a volunteer recognition program.  
Bren suggested that we  do this at the banquet.  In the past did volunteers get gift cards? Bren 
related that Venice Audubon has a cook out for volunteers. There was some discussion that we 
have people who donate volunteer hours to PRAS and it is important these people be 
recognized.  

General Meeting 

Mike K. stated that all equipment for Thursday general meeting was working and available for 
the general meeting on Thursday.  Bren stated that Sue Gavin wanted to do the food reception 
prior to the meeting and we have in the past.  Bren reminded everyone that masks would be 
make available at the meeting.  

 



There was discussion about whether we would continue with the raffle  at our general meeting. 
There was discussion about where were the tickets? Do we need a raffle license. Sandy A will 
check on the raffle license issue.  It was decided that at the first general meeting there would 
be no 50/50 raffle. It was stated that the raffle usually covered the cost of the meeting room. 

Refreshments and usually brought and donated. 

Other items 

Christmas Bird Count at Babcock Ranch will be December 18th, 2022 

Vikki related that the Parrot Outreach Society in Punta Gorda had 28 parrots stolen from their 
facility.  She suggested we be aware of this burglary.  

 

The meeting closed at 6:26 P.M. 

The next board meeting will be October 11, 2022 at 5:00 P.M. Zoom. 

 

Nancy Leipold, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


