
Peace River Audubon Society Meeting 

October 11, 2022 

 

Present:  Sandy Artman, Phyllis Cady, Victoria Carpenter, Brenda Curtis, Mike Krzyskowski, 
Nancy Leipold, Rob Mills. 

A quorum was established and began at 5:11 P.M. 

 

Treasury Report 

Sandy A. distributed treasury report to board members via email. She had nothing else to 
report.  

Membership Report 

Phyliss C. distributed membership information and membership lists to board members via 
email. She added that 58.5% of past members have paid their donations. She sent out 38 
additional emails to members to remind them to donate. She stated that in her opinion we will 
probably end up with 100 members who offer their donations this year.  

September Minutes 

Bren presented written corrections of the August minutes and sought approval of these 
corrections so that the minutes could be approved at this meeting.  

Sandy A made a motion that the treasury report, membership report, and September minutes 
be approved as recommended with corrections. Seconded by Mike K. This was unanimously 
approved.  

Old Business 

Field Trips 

Bren called Steve B .regarding the STA 5/6 field trip October 15th  and stated that this field trip 
is still proceeding as planned.  

General Meetings 

Because of the damage of Hurricane Ian, the general meeting of PRAS scheduled for October 
20,2022 was discussed. Bren had communications from our meeting place that it has sustained 
damaged from the hurricane and it will be determined by Friday October 14th if our general 
meeting can proceed. Mike K. revealed that the Universal Universalist church where PRAS use 
to meet was also damaged and will not be available for PRAS meetings if needed. There was 
discussion about the speaker, Brandon Moody, for the October 20th meeting.  His topic, “the 
current health of Charlotte county waters”  is considered an important topic.  There was 
discussion that if the October 20th meeting is cancelled, the speaker Brandon Moody, be 
rescheduled to the general December meeting. This is all dependent on the decision of the 



church regarding the October 20th meeting and the availability for the speaker in December. It 
was decided by general consensus that because of the hurricane and people’s responsibility for 
clean up etc.  if the October meeting cannot be held in person, we would not attempt to change 
the October 20th meeting to a Zoom meeting.  

Christmas Bird Count 

Bren suggested that she will work on the PRAS Christmas Bird Count this year rather than put 
her service to the Venice Audubon Society. There was general discussion that Tony needs help 
this year with this project.  

PRAS Insurance 

Bren stated that she is looking into difference insurance companies to determine if we can get 
our liability insurance at a cheaper price. Bren stated that she has gotten recommendations for 
three local insurance companies. She said that this may take a year for her to do this research. 
Sandy A. stated that she had tried to contact insurance companies last year and got no 
responses from any of the companies she contacted. 

Bird Blind at CHEC 

Mike K shared an email from Michael Bednar from CHEC. He stated that we could still probably 
have the dedication of the bird blind on October 25th but CHEC has really suffered damage from 
Hurricane Ian. He stated that the dedication if it proceeded would be much subdued and with 
far less pomp. He stated that we still need for the bird blind: shelf for binoculars, landscaping, 
hangings, dedication plaque, new bench and other odds and ends. Phyllis stated that she went 
over to the blind and reported that there are missing boards on the board walk and that they 
seems like a lot of work to do before we are ready for the dedication. Rob asked if the sign 
posts are up because they were leaning again the boardwalk the last time he was there. Vikki 
stated that she thinks that if we are not ready, we should postpone the dedication. She stated 
that Ron was a “great guy” and the reason she is associated with PRAS and she wants the 
dedication of the bird blind to Ron Mills be the best it can be. Bren stated that although the 
company that was hired for the dedication plaque suffered hurricane damage, the plaque had 
not been delivered and was still at the warehouse. There was general discussion that although 
some structures at CHEC had little hurricane damage CHEC was not ready for visitors yet.  It 
was also stated that the snowbird members of PRAS are not down to Florida yet and they may 
like to go to the dedication.  Nancy L made a motion to postpone the dedication of the bird 
blind. Mike K seconded the motion. It was approved with six yes votes and 1 abstention.  

 

New Business 

Banquet 

Bren asked the question, “Do we want to do the banquet?” She stated that if everyone did one 
thing that we would not need someone to coordinate the banquet.  She then presented a list of 
members of the organization, a dream team list,  and suggestions for what jobs they would do. 
Nancy L. said that she would not solicit donations and gifts  from businesses.  Mike K. reminded 



everyone that he still has gift cards from businesses from past years. Bren suggested that 
maybe we have a theme for the banquet, for example, a fundraiser for panthers.  Mike K. 
stated that he supports the idea of a banquet as a rebuilding activity, a time for people to get 
together. Sandy A said that the auction is a  lot of work and maybe we should just only have 
the banquet. Sandy A. stated that the giving challenge raised a lot of money for PRAS. Mike K. 
suggested that the gift cards  could possible be used as door prizes. Sandy A. supported the 
idea of a banquet. There was discussion of Twin Isles be the location of the banquet. Mike K  
stated that Twin Isles has raised its rates for activities.  Victoria stated that she would be willing 
to be on the banquet committee.  

Bren asked who would support the idea of having a banquet? There was unanimous support for 
holding a banquet. Discussion will continue on this topic next month.  

Pennington Park 

Rob reported that Hurricane Ian devastated Pennington Park. Large oak trees and southern 
cedars  were blown over. Rob said that he, Larry and Patti Linn had worked hard to clean up 
the site but there is much to do. He stated that because of the fallen trees some of the trails 
may have to be re-routed. There is no canopy left, no birds, no wildlife, and no shade.  He 
stated that he would need many volunteers to help clean trails, pick up litter, etc.  for the next 
several months. Rob stated, “it is disheartening how bad it looks.”  Sandy A. volunteered to 
help with the park. Mike K. has a chain saw that can be used to help in the cleanup. Victoria 
also volunteered to help when she gets back to Florida. Rob said that volunteers meet every 
Wednesday morning. 

CHEC 

From an email sent from Michael Boder to Rob Mills the following was reported: the Alligator 
Creek property suffered no major structural damage and the new Butterfly sanctuary was not 
damaged. He stated that they have significant debris and their green spaces will be impacted 
for months.  

Cedar Point had several large trees down and one damaged the roof structure of the main 
building. The building is unsafe for all. They are attempting to reschedule their programs.  

Photo Contest 

Because of Hurricane Ian, Bren announced that the  starting dates for the photo contest will 
change from October 10  to November 1. The contest will run until December 10. The 
information on the photo contest is on the PRAS website. Due to the fact that there is a 
different registration fee for members and non-members, Phyllis questioned how would PRAS 
know that the person who registered for the photo contest was a PRAS member. She 
questioned who would check this? Phyllis reminded everyone that she sends out the 
membership roster when she sends out the membership reports. Bren stated that she would 
check registrants for the photo contest against the membership roster.  

Education Committee 



Bren C. mentioned that she would like to present a workshop on Bird ID sometime in November 
or the first of December, hopefully before the Christmas Bird Count. 

Additional Information 

1.Mike K. mentioned that he would like to take a birding trip to Big Bend, Texas during the 
spring bird migration and would like to know if any members of PRAS would like to go with him. 

2. Sandy A. reminded the board that she is not going to run for the board at the end of her 
term.  She stated that if it would be agreeable to the board and if it is permitted by the PRAS 
by-laws Sandy A. would be willing to consider continuing as treasurer but not be a board 
member.  

Bren C. moved that the meeting be adjourned. There was unanimous agreement.  

The meeting closed at 6:28 P.M. 

Nancy Leipold, Secretary  

 


