
DRAFT! Peace River Audubon Society Board Meeting  

November 8, 2022  

 

Present on Zoom: Sandy Artman, Phyllis Cady, Victoria Carpenter, Brenda Curtis, Nancy Leipold, 
Rob Mills, Mike Krzyzkowski 

Quorum was established and the meeting began at 5:05P.M. 

Treasurer’s Report: Was distributed to board members via email.   

Membership Report: Was not distributed due to the fact that information from the national 
member count was not determined.  

October Minutes: Minutes were distributed to board members via email. There were no 
corrections.  

Vikki made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report and October meeting minutes as 
distributed. Mike seconded. This motion was accepted unanimously. 

Old Business 

Brochure 

Bren created an insert for the brochure that has program changes and updates due to the 
damage of the hurricane to buildings and parks. On one side of the insert is the program 
changes and the other side is the photo contest information. 

Scholarships  

After discussion about Gregg’s email that Bren shared to the  board members, Bren stated that 
the scholarship deadline has been changed to January 15, 2023 and the website has been 
updated.  

Field Trips 

Bren requested a copy of the waiver form that PRAS uses on field trips and walk-abouts. Rob 
stated that he gave all his information to Sharren.  Phyllis stated that she would look in her files 
and if she has one she will email it to Bren. Bren also shared briefly information on her PRAS 
Walkabout Guide that she has developed.  

New Business 

Meetings and Field Trips 

Bren confirmed that the First Alliance Church will be available for the November 17th PRAS 
meeting. Bren stated that Cedar Point, Amberjack and CHEC are cleared for reopening post 
Hurricane Ian. She stated that Ollie’s Pond is ok as well.  

Photo Contest 



Bren suggested that each board member send out three emails sharing information about the 
photo contest.  This contest’s main purpose is  to increase PRAS membership. Phyllis stated 
that she sent out emails and will be sending out emails to the national members in E-14 
regarding the photo contest.  Sandy expressed concern that the photo contest would not be a 
money maker and cost the organization.  Bren suggested that we inform other Audubon groups 
in the area about the photo contest. Phyllis stated that she will try to get the photo contest 
information in the Waterline publication.  Rob suggested that we contact high school 
photography clubs and Bren also mentioned  collegiate photography clubs might also be 
interested in this contest.  There was concern that people are dealing with the after effects of 
Hurricane Ian and applying for a photo contest would not be a priority for them. 

Christmas Bird Count 

It was revealed that Tony is in New Zealand and will be back November 12. He needs help and 
volunteers for this project 

Potential Babcock Ranch Audubon group and request for zip code release  

Bren reminded the board that Pete is trying to get a Audubon group started in Babcock Ranch 
and has requested that we give them the zip code 33982. Bren is cautious that this is not a 
good idea because we have members who live in this zip code but do not live in Babcock 
Ranch. Sandy A. doesn’t want to give up the zip code. Bren wondered if we could somehow 
split the code up based on the last 4 number extension of the zip code. Rob stated that he 
would speak with Pete tomorrow about this issue. Phyllis suggested that they may be at least 
22 members of our group in that zip code. She stated that we could possibly lose these 
members if we gave up that zip code.  

There was a discussion regarding the process when a person joins the national organization, 
how they are  assigned to  a local group based on their zip code.   Phyllis explained that there 
are 400-500 people who belong to the national Audubon and based on their zip code we get e-
mail information about these people. If we lose this zip code to Babcock Ranch we would not 
get this information on these people.   Mike suggested we contact national to get more 
information about this issue. Bren stated she would contact Jackie, our chapter coordinator, and 
get more information. We plan to discuss this again at the next board meeting.  

Plants for Birds Grant 

Rob revealed that we were approved for the Plants for Birds Grant from FPL and Florida 
Audubon and received $2500. This grant was approved to create a Native Plant Nursery at 
CHEC. Details have yet to be finalized. The plan is to begin by buying native plants wholesale 
and sell retail at a location by the butterfly house at CHEC. Rob stated that, in the future, 
volunteers at CHEC want to grow their own plants to be sold at this nursery. He stated that this 
nursery should happen quickly and be in place by December. He stated that there are a group 
of highly motivated volunteers at CHEC but wants to make sure that the focus of native plants 
being important for birds is not ignored in place of native plants for butterflies.  

Peace River Eco Boat Tours 



Bren suggested that PRAS schedule in January or February include a boat tour on the Peace 
River as an activity for members. She didn’t suggest a date to because the evaluation of the 
safety of the river after Hurricane Ian has yet to occur.  

EVCO Conference 

Bren revealed that her suggestion of a topic for  a session of the conference,” Climate Change 
Perils of Florida Wildlife Management Plans”, was approved.  She stated that Wildlife 
Management Plans have not been updated for climate change.  Bren stated that she is going to 
be planning speakers for this one session at the January conference.  

RCC 

Bren announced that Steve Buczynski is retiring in January as the Florida Audubon Board 
Representative. Bren stated that she may be interested in this position. She stated that if she 
did take this position the $200 that the PRAS has for this in the budget would not need to 
increase.  

Committee Reports 

Bird Blind 

Mike K.  stated that he meet with Mike Bednar, who took the bench, refinished it, and placed it 
back in the blind. Mike Bednar purchased flooring for the blind and it will be installed soon.  An 
Eagle Scout troop may volunteer and help clean up the outside around the blind. Mike K. is 
creating  a shelf to be installed under the viewing window. Mike K. that we need volunteers to 
clean up after the hurricane. He stated that this job would just take a couple of hours to 
complete. Rob stated that he has a couple of volunteers at Pennington Park who will probably 
be interested in volunteering a couple of hours at CHEC.  This would occur on a Wednesday 
morning.  

Vikki asked when we would be dedicated the bird blind to Ron.  Phyllis stated that CHEC is still 
very wet and we should wait. A date in possible in January.  

Bren showed the board two framed photo collages focused on Ron Mills art to go with the 
plaque that has information about his contributions to Audubon and the environment. Bren 
revealed that she has a way to securely mount these frames to the wall so they cannot be 
easily removed.  Mike K. also revealed that the bird blind will be locked. It will be opened in the 
morning and locked at night.  

Pennington Park 

Rob stated that a lot of work has been done trying to get this park safe for visitors. All trails are 
open.   He reported there is  dangling branch that is a hazard and has reported this to the 
county with no response. Mike  stated that he has a saw and offered help to get rid of this 
hanging branch. Rob also revealed that in one of the huge oak trees that was knocked down, 
someone has built a tri-level tree house. He stated this is very dangerous and a liability for the 
park. He has contacted the county about this hazard, but there has been no response. Vikki 
stated that the risk management office should be responsible for this hazard. Rob also reported 
that someone cut the padlock to the park and that the county responded vey quickly to this 



access problem but not to the stated safety and hazard issues. Mike K suggested that the 
substance “Tangle Foot” is a very sticky goo that is very hard to remove and discourages 
animals from landing on may  be a partial solution to keeping people off the tree and tree 
house. Rob warned against a partial solution to this problem and restated the potential and 
present danger of the situation.  

Bren reminded the board that Nancy stated that she will pay for the membership of the couple 
that has been volunteering regularly at Pennington  

Park. Rob stated that they will probably come to the November meeting.  There was discussion 
about presenting them with a certificate of appreciation and the membership. Nancy stated that 
she would like her donation of their memberships to be anonymous.   

Rob stated that next week will be the first board meeting he attends at the PRAS representative 
to CHEC. 

Information on Website 

There was discussion on what should be on our website and the cost of updating the website.  
Bren suggested that we put CHEC’s activities on our website. Phyllis stated that she was not 
sure that other group’s activities should be on our website. Rob reminded all of PRAS very close 
relationship to CHEC.  There was consensus that we put a link to CHEC on our website but not 
all their activities.  

Education Committee 

Bren expressed concern that we do not have an Education Committee chair. Mike wondered 
why, Barbara, the leader of the Northport Conservancy is not a board member. 

Rob related that there is a teacher in North Port who wants someone from Audubon to look at 
the school property. He suggested maybe this teacher or some other teacher would be 
interested in the Education Committee. 

Yard Certification 

Rob reported not much activity lately. He stated that when the CHEC native plant nursery is up 
and running  and people are buying plants, they would be good applicants for yard certification.  
There was support for the idea of including information about PRAS and the Yard Certification 
Program with the receipt when people buy plants.  

Banquet 

Bren sees the banquet as a way to bring in new members. Phyllis stated that when PRAS 
participation in festivals, we got new members.   

Bren stated that she would like to have a banquet and we need a chair for this committee. Vikki 
stated that she would help on the committee but would not be the chair.  Mike stated that the 
people on the board are not necessarily the people who could do this.  There was discussion 
about the difficulty in finding a chair for the banquet committee. Mike  suggested we have a 
committee without a chair with each member of the committee having a specific job.  There 
was repeated discussion about Twin Isles not being the site of the banquet. Vikki stated that 



she would call Patty Lynn and ask her suggestion of a site for the banquet. Rob will ask Larry 
Lynn.  There was discussion that at the November general meeting we survey the membership 
to determine the interest in a banquet. Rob stated that the Kingfisher Tour Boat does big 
parties and sunset cruises and maybe this may be an alternative to a banquet. 

 

There was concerned stated by board members that Sue French has not responded to emails, 
to personal phone calls and has not attended recent board meeting.   Phyllis volunteered to  
email and call her. 

Meeting was adjourned at 6:41 P.M. 

Nancy Leipold, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 


