
The meeting was called to order at 6:20 December 13, 2022 
Bren Curtis, Kerry Bower, Mike Krzyzkowski, Phyllis Cady, Sandy Artman, Rob Mills were 
present. Nancy Leipold and Vikki Carpenter were out of town and Sue French was not able to 
attend.  Bren Curtis took the minutes for Nancy. 

The Treasurer's Report, Membership Report and Minutes will be accepted at the next meeting 
January 10 so that they show an end of year time period. 

Bren summarized the Florida Chapter Presidents’ meeting held an hour before our zoom 
started.  A new acting Communications Director was introduced due to maternity leave of the 
existing Director.  She may present the library borrow a backpack kit collaboration where 
backpacks are loaded with field trip supplies like binoculars, field books, Florida check list of 
birds and local hot spots.  The concept can be introduced to Charlotte Count 3 Libraries: 
Englewood, Punta Gorda and Port Charlotte.  Fund raising may be needed. 

Old Business was discussed and program changes were announced 
Field Trip Jan 21 will be Popash Creek Preserve with Jayne Johnson and February 18 will be 
Crowley Museum with Sharon Wilcox. 
Mike gave a summary of progress on the BIrd Blind: a wire with records needs replacing and 
native plants planted on this Friday.  Mike Bednar installed flooring and a working crew 
cleaned up the grounds and installed the sign and bird houses.  Mike K installed a table shelf 
and restored the bench.  2 more workdays are needed to complete the task.  The banquet will 
be discussed in January. 

New Business started with a discussion about thePotluck Dinner and Meeting.   
Mike K brought us up to date on his invitation to the Sierra Club.  Bren reminded everyone to 
come early to set up and to bring cutlery, place settings and a cup. 
She requested the Board to be there at 4:30 for set up.  Discussion of rental of tables and 
chairs and other details took place.  Bren discussed the Photo Contest Final Vote procedure. 
Two volunteers to help set up the photo display are needed.  Mike updated the speaker 
information, hopefully there will be good news about water quality to lighten the holiday spirit. 
                
Next Bren discussed the Photo Contest Results 15 new members and 12 members submitted 
111 photos.  A total of $445 was collected and almost covered the $500 prize money.  A 
professional photographer and well known artist culled list 24 finalists.  The photos will be 
displayed at the holiday potluck dinner and attendees will be given a ballot to vote on the 4 
prize winners. 

Bren gave an update on the CBC count for Saturday.  Tony has sent out very informative 
emails and everyone is trying to fill vacancies that Hurricane Ian caused. 

Rob gave an update on the Plants for Birds grant and will submit a form to request the funds. 
He has arranged for a purchase of plants to start the nursery.  He will submit expenditure 
details with receipts and summary to the board and to Jackie Sulek by May.  Hopefully, there 
will be a lot of photos for the Audubon Chapter session at the 2023 Assembly. 



Committee Reports 
Rob gave reports on CHEC, Pennington and the Yard Certification Committees. CHEC has 
lost half of its volunteers due to the hurricane but progress is being made.  Cedar Point 
reopened this week.  Phyllis and Bren helped by doing some Christmas shopping at their 
store.  Pennington is getting in better shape, the County removed the treehouse, Bren 
resupplied PRAS brochures. Rob talked about the loss of beautiful mature trees and other 
improvements to the Park.  Rob reported that he is working with a nursery in Lee County and 
a certification for the nursery and a private yard in Lehigh. 

Suggestions and other Business 
Phyllis reminded us about the new proposed Babcock Webb road closure which would 
require birders to hike or bike into the good birding spots.  The problem is that birders don’t 
drive off road so the proposal doesn’t even begin to solve the problem but limits one group of 
visitors.  A vote was taken for PRAS to draft a letter to oppose the proposal during January’s 
public hearing period.  A letter will be formatted so that individual PRAS members can summit 
personal letters of objections.  Phyllis will forward links for information and make them 
available on PRAS UPDATES and Facebook. 


