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 Long story short 
PRAS has a long history of Conservation Advocacy                  White Bird newsletter 1982-3

Some of the Current Conservation Issues:
Peace River Impairments & Water Quality/ Protection of Rookeries from airboats
Mosaic ad Hooker’s Prairie & Arcadia
Scrub Jay: Charlotte County lots   Bird Corridor
Education: Cornell Land Trust Grant/ Cape Coral Library Ed
Washington Loop Possible County Zone change Orange Grove 740 acres agr. to mining
Climate Change Resilience
North Port Warm Springs Development
Path of Panther film released 2/26
Flatwoods Initiative Meeting next month
Shorebird Surveys Winter Feb 3-10 Breeding Surveys start Feb 15
1000 Friends of FL  Legislative Preview

Schedule since last report
Feb 4 Trek for CHEC
Feb 5 Eaglewatch
Feb 6 Jeff Corwin talk Sanibel
Feb 7 Kingfisher CHEC 4th grade
Feb 8 Grant Env Conservancy Lunch
Feb 9-11 Audubon Florida Q meeting
Feb 13 Ron Mills Dedication
Feb 14 Walkabout & Board Zoom
Feb 15 Backyard Feeder Webinar
Feb 16 PRAS Speaker Program
Feb 17 Field Trip Crowley Museum
Feb 19 Eaglewatch
Feb 22 1000 Friends of Florida Leg.Webinar
Feb 23 Stump Pass Shorebird Survey
Feb 28 Hickory Is shorebird with Edwin
Feb 28 Chapter President’s Zoom

NASA Earth System Observatory
NASA is developing the Earth System Observatory, the core of  which is five satellite missions 
providing critical data on climate change, severe weather and other natural hazards, wildfires, and 
global food production.The core of  the Observatory will focus on five areas: Aerosols; Cloud, 
Convection, and Precipitation; Mass Change; Surface Biology and Geology; and Surface Deformation 
and Change. Consistent with the Academies’ recommendations, NASA will augment the core with 
competitively selected Earth Explorer missions, to infuse innovation and deliver additional high-
priority observations. Each of  the missions will deliver important environmental measurements. Taken 
together, as a single Observatory, NASA will have a holistic, 3D view of  Earth to better understand 
how our planet’s complex systems work together and improve our capability to predict how our 
climate may change. NASA’s Open Source Science strategy is the key to bringing the data from these 
missions together into a single observatory to help understand the earth as a system and accelerate 
our ability to use this understanding. These observations will better inform decision-makers on how 
our planet is changing, with greater precision on previously unimaginable scales – from entire 
continents down to individual trees, from atmosphere to bedrock. 

https://science.nasa.gov/earth-science/earth-system-observatory


New role as South West Regional Conservation Committee Representative (Committee 
of 5 Audubon Chapters (AWE in Naples, ASWF in Ft. Myers, HGA in Hendry/Glades 
Counties, S-CAS in Sanibel & Captiva and PRAS in Charlotte County) with a position on 
Audubon Florida Board of Directors.
Bren Curtis became a chapter representative on the state Audubon Board at the Feb 10th quarterly Board Meeting.
After studying the 30 page handout with 6 pages on finance, I attended the meeting and Julie Wraithmell reported 
on National Audubon Q phone calls, North Star, 2050 thriving projections, 313 preserved partnerships, international 
expansions, EVCO conference and general updates. Scott Taylor and Emoy Suarez discussed the finance and 
investment reports, Kirsten Hines updated conservation and Capital Campaign.  FWC will vote on new fishing 
regulations at Skywalk on Feb 22.  Policy and chapters committees, CLI, EDIB reports followed after lunch.  May 12 
is next meeting, July will be virtual and then Oct Assembly meeting.

Legislative Preview - Florida has become darker red 
in 2022 with more positions - no longer purple.

Go to the website to see why these bill 
proposals are not favored: HB439, 
HB359/SB540, SB170, HB397,       
SB856/HB41, SB682/HB671, and 
SB346/HB383
1000 Friends supports SB288/HB499, 
SB816/HB843, and SB192/HB175 
Everglades Protection Bills:         

SB484/HB325 Flood, and HB111 Infrastructure.

Senate bill 102 and House bill 627 will help 
Affordable Housing




3 Land Acquisition Trust Fund bills may take 
away Amendment 1 dollars


SB320/HB547

SB54/HB135

SB 602/HB557


1000 Friends support the following Water, Green Algae Task Force and Biosolids Proposed Bills

SB172/HB177

SB 930

HB371/SB910

HB423

SB880

And Waste Water SB458/HB827 & HB23/SB162


Keep an eye on FDEP Stormwater rule draft (may require Legislative ratification)

and implementing Executive Order 23-06




A must see!

Path of the Panther Film >


Mosaic’s Article: 
Audubon and Mosaic Partner to Document Bird Count. Hooker’s Prairie Home to Breeding Spoonbills 
Mosaic ended its operations at Hooker’s Prairie, Florida, an area near Fort Meade in 2014 and began returning every acre mined back to productive 
use through a process called land reclamation; a State requirement since 1975. Since ceasing operations there, Mosaic employees noticed Roseate 
Spoonbills nesting at the site. Roseate spoonbills are listed by Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission as an Imperiled species, which 
means protecting their nesting and breeding environment is vital to the recovery of the species.  

Mosaic reached out to long-time partner, Audubon Florida, and as of Spring 2021, they confirmed an estimated 30-40 pairs of breeding spoonbills had 
chosen to nest in the area because of abundant food sources and protection from would-be predators. 

“This makes the Hooker’s Prairie site one of the largest spoonbill breeding colonies in our region, second only to the Alafia Bank Bird Sanctuary,” said 
Mark Rachal, Sanctuary Manager at the Audubon Florida Coastal Islands Sanctuaries. 

The site at Hooker’s Prairie is different from many of the coastal areas that Audubon typically monitors. At the coastal sites, the adult spoonbills can 
forage in saltwater and freshwater wetlands to feed their young. At the Hooker’s Prairie site, however, they rely solely on nearby freshwater wetlands to 
feed their families, which they appear to be doing with a high level of success. 


https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/watersheds/peace-river

Mosaic ad greenwashes in apologue on Hooker’s Prairie  
Involves Audubon partnership and Mark Rachal, Manager



“The isolated location with few human disturbances also makes the site preferable to wading birds, said Mosaic’s lead ecologist, Raoul Boughton, who 
first discovered the breeding colony. Roseate Spoonbills are known for flocking to and breeding on remote island locations with surrounding shallow 
wetlands like the Hooker’s Prairie site because it provides habitat featuring excellent protective cover and ample foraging opportunities. 

Hooker’s Prairie and similar sites are vitally important for the recovery of these birds and achieving a stable nesting population in Florida. That’s why 
Audubon and Mosaic will partner to maintain an ongoing count of breeding wading birds at the Hooker’s Prairie reclamation site and document the 
spoonbills’ nesting activities in the years ahead.”


Mark Rachal has managed Florida Coastal Island Sanctuaries since 2006 including the Alafia Banks 
(CWA) Critical Wildlife Area. Colonial waterbirds are birds that nest in groups or colonies, typically on 
coastal islands. In all, 23 species nest in colonies, with another six solitary species which often nest in or 
near bird colonies but are not colonial themselves. Seven of these 29 species (spoonbills, herons, egrets, 
ibis and pelican) are listed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) as 
Threatened. Additionally, Wood Storks are listed as Threatened by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Reddish Egrets and Little Blue Herons are in decline. The American Oyster Catcher, a high priority 
shorebird species with high conservation concern in the U.S. Shorebird Conservation Plan nests there too.  
This CWA includes 92 acres on two islands, known locally as Bird Island and Sunken Island. Located in 
Hillsborough Bay at the mouth of the Alafia River, this CWA is part of the Richard T. Paul Alafia Banks 
Sanctuary, managed by Audubon Florida. Audubon Florida has been working to protect Alafia CWA since 
1934. In 2005 there were 500 pairs of Roseate Spoonbills and now estimates are as low as 200 pairs. 

Pertinent events:
Prior to dredging by Mosaic, the spoonbills used to nest on Green Key (an island owned by Audubon 
Florida) and Whisky Stump Key (an island owned by Florida). The birds left those keys because after 
Mosaic dredged the bay, raccoons and other predators could move more easily to these islands because 
new land formations occurred. Two spoil islands (Bird Island and Sunken Island) were created when 
Mosaic dredged Alafia Bay to deepen it so they could ship phosphate from Riverview.

In 1997, heavy rains cause a dam break in a sister plant to Piney Point in Polk County.  Waste flowing in 
the Alafia River caused a massive fish kill.

Nov 2019 Audubon Website excerpt
“In 2011, Audubon began construction of a new living shoreline breakwater near the edge of Sunken Island. The 
concrete wave attenuation devices — known as WADs — that make up the breakwater intercept incoming wave 
energy before it hits the shoreline, slowing or even stopping erosion altogether. The calm water between the island 
and the breakwater provides foraging and nesting habitat. Phases 1 and 2 — encompassing 1,000 linear feet near the 
shore of Sunken Island — were completed in 2014. Rachal cruises past the long-finished segments of the living 
shoreline to the active construction area along the two islands. This fall, Rachal and his team worked with Living 
Shorelines Solutions and Cypress Gulf Development to install an additional 5,000 feet — nearly a mile! — of 
additional living shoreline along both Bird and Sunken Islands, bringing the total area of protected coastline to over 
6,000 linear feet. Set in 500-foot sections separated by 12-foot gaps for marine animal access, the breakwater allows 
water to flow through to the shallow, quiet water lagoon. With the project’s completion, Rachal claims the Alafia 
Banks CWA will be better protected from erosion problems, aiding the vulnerable native bird species that nest here.  
https://fl.audubon.org/news/construction-complete-over-mile-living-shoreline-alafia-banks-sanctuary

Back to Mosaic’s apologue, it states that R.Spoonbills are breeding at Hooker’s Prairie which Mosaic 
mined.  The soils are most likely toxic and still contaminated from the prior mining. Testing of soil should 
be done. Recommendations for chemical blood testing of any nesting birds at Hooker’s Prairie for heavy 
metals like the Mississippi and St. Croix Rivers test for eaglets would be a good idea. Alafia CWA was not 
mined like Hooker’s Prairie; however, the removal of invasive plants created a new problem.
Grants from the Tampa Bay Environmental Restoration Fund, the Environmental Protection Commission 
of Hillsborough County, and donations from Audubon supporters have provided funding for invasive 
species removal.  Audubon’s coastal team directs work to plant native coastal hammock vegetation on the 
Alafia Banks Bird Sanctuary.”  Glyphosate (round up) may harm manatees immune and renal systems.

Note: We cannot find any FWC nesting data on recent surveys of either area.  Surveys and banding may be 
necessary for scientific research to understand the condition and to get recent accurate data. A 
recommended testing of hatchlings for herbicides (roundup) at Alafia Banks CWA is suggested.


