
 
PRAS started 2023 with the traditional Ollies Pond Walkabout on New Years Day 
and on the 19th Tony Licata entertained our members and guests with our CBC 
summary.

            
Schedule since last report
Jan 10 Everglades Coalition Wildlife Team Meeting Noon
           PRAS Board Meeting 5pm
Jan 14 Scrub Jay survey Harbour Heights
Jan 15 Scholarship - Deadline to Apply
Jan 18 Peace River Boat Trip to Rookery - No nesting seen
Jan 19 CBC summary slide show (details below)
Jan 21 Fieldtrip to Shell-Prarie Creek Preserve 21 species
Jan 24 Charlotte County Commissions approve a Resolution
Jan 24 FL Audubon Chapter Presidents Meeting
Jan 25 FWC workshop Pelican Entanglement 5pm 
Jan 26-28 Everglades Coalition Conference 
Jan 29 SW Audubon Regional Conservation Committtee 1:30
Jan 30 PRAS Chapter Annual Report Submitted
Jan 31 Arcadia 12 hour Last Workshop by Mosaic 9am-9pm
Jan 31 Audubon Climate Leadership Zoom 3:30-4:30pm

Local News item
Charlotte County BOCC unanimously passed a 
resolution with very strong language backing DeSoto 
County's 2018 denial of Mosaic's rezone application for phosphate mining. The language includes SWFMD and FDEP as 
recipients, noting that phosphate mining is a threat to waters of Charlotte Harbor and the Peace River, theirs and DeSoto's 
drinking water supply.  The public, including Sierra representative Michael McGrath, Andy Mele of Peace/Myakka 
Waterkeeper and Brooks Armstrong for 3PR, and others as well as Mosaic reps spoke. 
     Mosaic said they would provide Charlotte County a workshop on phosphate mining if this resolution was not passed; 
however, it was passed. Note that Charlotte County had asked in the past for a workshop by Mosaic, but were denied that 
opportunity then. Mosaic was trying to coax Charlotte BOCC into not passing this resolution. 
Resolution Link: https://charlottecountyfl.legistar.com/View.ashx?
M=F&ID=11585855&GUID=CC4E92CF-2C5D-422E-8795-4B3301B42C15

Email Response: PRAS Letter on Road Closures at Babcock Webb:
Thank you for providing your input regarding our rule proposal on Babcock/Webb WMA. I have copied Mark Schulz, our 
regional Public Hunting Area Biologist, to make sure your feedback is captured along with other public comment on our 
rule proposals. We appreciate the relationship that FWC and Audubon share and look forward to continue working with 
you on Babcock/Webb as well as our WMAs throughout the state. Thanks.
Josh Agee
Regional Biologist
Southwest Region
3900 Drane Field Rd.
Lakeland, FL 33811
863-648-3825 (office)
813-613-1229 (cell)
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Ft Desoto Beach Report 
On Jan 4th, Lorraine Margeson 
counted 56 Piping Plovers (9 banded) 
and 15 Snowy Plovers (5 banded) on 
Outback Key today! A 14 banded 
plover haul in one day is pretty 
spectacular. This collage does not 
reflect all of the banded seen today, nor 
is 14 the total number of bandeds 
present on the key but getting 14 in 
one visit IS a good survey day!



Great Books for Teaching your Kids about Birds 
the story behind the author, Florence Bailey 
When Florence Merriam Bailey was born in 1863, birds 
were more often seen ornamenting women's hats than 
they were in the wild! In fact, on one walk through 
Manhattan in 1886, she counted 40 different species, 
stuffed and mounted for fashion. The pioneering 
ornithologist wanted to stop this trend, which killed an 
estimated five million birds a year. Her solution was to 
encourage people to go out and admire living birds 
through bird watching. "We won’t say too much about 
the hats," she declared. "We’ll take the girls afield, and 
let them get acquainted with the birds. Then of inborn 
necessity, they will wear feathers never more."
Bailey developed an early interest in birds, but when she 
went to Smith College in 1882, she learned that most 
ornithologists had little interest in bird behavior. 
Instead, they studied birds which had been killed, 
skinned, and mounted for private or museum 
collections. Bailey proposed that naturalists should learn 
to observe living birds in their habitats. She 
recommended an opera glass to allow bird watchers to 
see details: "The student who goes afield armed with 
opera-glass," she declared, "will not only add more to 
our knowledge than he who goes armed with a gun, but 

will gain for himself a fund of enthusiasm and a lasting store of pleasant memories."
In 1889, at the age of 26, she published "Birds Through An Opera-Glass." It was the first modern bird watching field guide: 
an illustrated guide to recognizing 70 common species in the wild, written for hobbyists and young people. Her approach of 
watching birds through magnification formed the basis of modern bird watching, which still uses binoculars today. Her 
book was also unusual because it was published under her own name, an uncommon practice at the time. Bailey's 
independent and feminist streaks come out in her writing about her beloved birds too. "Like other ladies, the little 
feathered brides have to bear their husbands' names, however inappropriate," she lamented. "What injustice! Here an 
innocent creature with an olive-green back and yellowish breast has to go about all her days known as the black-throated 
blue warbler, just because that happens to describe the dress of her spouse!"
Bailey went on to write over 100 journal articles and ten books, including the "Handbook of Birds of the Western United 
States," which remained a standard text for over 50 years. Bailey was named the first woman associate member of the 
American Ornithologists' Union in 1885; in 1929, she became its first woman fellow and received its Brewster Medal, which 
recognizes authors of exceptional work about birds, in 1931. In a fitting tribute to this trailblazing advocate for birds, 
eminent American biologist Joseph Grinnell named a subspecies of mountain chickadee after her in 1908: with the scientific 
name of Parus gambeli baileyae and the common name of Mrs. Bailey's Chickadee.
Florence Merriam Bailey's inspiring story is told in the lovely picture book biography, "She Heard the Birds," for ages 5 to 9 
at (https://www.amightygirl.com/she-heard-the-birds)
Her book "Birds: Through an Opera-Glass" is also still available in print at (https://amzn.to/3vLOY7s)
For several great kids' books about Mighty Girls who love birds, we highly recommend "Bird Count" for ages 4 to 8 (https://
www.amightygirl.com/bird-count), "Who Gives a Hoot?" for ages 6 to 9 (https://www.amightygirl.com/who-gives-a-hoot), 
and "Stand on the Sky" for ages 9 to 12 (https://www.amightygirl.com/stand-on-the-sky)
To encourage children interested in birdwatching, we recommend the kid-friendly Kidwinz Binoculars for ages 3 to 8 
(https://www.amightygirl.com/binoculars) and the Bird Log for Kids for ages 5 to 12 (https://www.amightygirl.com/bird-log-
kids). Young birders will also love the "Beginning Birdwatcher's Book" for ages 7 and up (https://www.amightygirl.com/
beginning-birdwatcher-s-book) and the field guide "The Young Birder's Guide to Birds of North America" for ages 9 and up 
(https://amzn.to/3lTAV7Q) -- and a colorful board book celebrating birds for toddlers at (https://amzn.to/2VBv2oy)
For more books, toys, gear, and clothing for kids who love birds, visit our blog post "Feathered Friends: Books, Toys, and 
Clothing for Mighty Girl Bird Lovers" at (https://www.amightygirl.com/blog?p=30089)

https://www.amightygirl.com/she-heard-the-birds
https://amzn.to/3vLOY7s
https://amzn.to/2VBv2oy
https://www.amightygirl.com/blog?p=30089


Super Mom Spotted On A Minnesota Lake With 56 Ducklings In Tow
Video to the right YouTube 
watch?v=dDNsfyC8f2k

Mother of the year photo to the 
left

                                           
Wildlife photographer Brent Cizek decided to visit north Minnesota lakes for some photos. He was hoping to capture some 
intimate scenes of animals in their natural habitat. But in the end, Brent had no idea how intimate he would get.“Well, it wasn’t the 
greatest idea as it was quite windy that day and the waves were tossing my boat around in any direction that it wanted to,” Cizek 
told MNN. “I decided to carry on, knowing that it wasn’t likely that I would see anything, much less be able to take a photograph 
with the choppy water.

The super duck mama was being followed 
by a staggering 56 ducklings. “I found one 
image that was in focus and that I just 
loved,” he says. “I knew that it would do 
good on social media, so I posted the photo 
right away.” And it doesn’t took too long 
until his image went viral on social media.  
However, at a closer look it turned out there 
were even more. “I was able to then count 
76 babies with her, so she had picked up 
more babies along the way,” he said. “It’s 
been remarkable. It’s going to be a sad day 
when they continue their migration.”  Most 
likely that wasn’t just a single brood, but a 
mixed family. But despite that, this duck is 
certainly the mom of the year!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDNsfyC8f2k


Tony Licata’s 2023 CBC observations
Despite later migration, Hurricane Ian habitat destruction and partly cloudy skies with breezy winds, our total count was UP to 17036, 
a 41% increase compared to 12053 in 2021; 22865 in 2020; 16446 in 2019; 22330 in 2018; 19,247 in 2017; 21,266 in 2016; 23,272 in 2015.  
The increase in numbers in 2022 was due to the 1,352% increase in Lesser Scaup 2193 versus 151 in 2021.  A decrease of 49% in 
European Starlings lessened the increase.
On count day we saw 133 species, an increase of 5% versus 127 in 2021; 125 in 2020; 120 in 2019; 136 in 2018; 137 in 2017; 140 in 2016; 
133 in 2015; 125 in 2014; 143 in 2013.  For count week we saw 134 species, a decrease of 5% versus 137 in 2021; 135 in 2020; 125 in 2019; 
140 in 2018; 144 in 2017; 145 in 2016; 133 in 2015.

We had over 60 participants who spent over 100 hours in search of birds by foot, car, golf cart, or boat, and covered over 400 miles by 
land or sea.
Of note, we recorded on count day for the first time ever three species: Mandarin Duck, Gray-headed Swamphen and Black-
throated Green Warbler. 
  
There were 19 birds that we recorded through count week in 2022 but not in 2021: Least Bittern, Northern Bobwhite, Crested Caracara, 
Long-billed Dowitcher, Dunlin, Peregrine Falcon, American Goldfinch, Burrowing Owl, Barred Owl, Northern Parula, Virginia Rail, 
American Robin, Sora, Grasshopper Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Orange-crowned Warbler, Cedar Waxwing Whip-poor-will, and marsh 
Wren. There were 15 birds that we did not record through count week in 2022 but did in 2021: Mallard/Mottled Duck, Canada Goose, 
Lesser Black-backed Gull, Short-tailed Hawk, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Snail Kite, Red-breasted Merganser, Merlin, Black-
crowned Night-Heron, Sanderling, Black Skimmer, Cinnamon Teal, Cinnamon/Bluewinged Teal, Eastern Towhee, and Red-headed 
Woodpecker.

Of the birds we did see, there were 8 species that had at least a 65% decline: Mallard Duck, Ring-necked Duck, Herring Gull, Common 
Loon, Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Roseate Spoonbill, Tufted Titmouse, and Downy Woodpecker.

 

Counts were up at least 200% for 15 species including: Eastern Bluebird, Indigo Bunting, Fish Crow, Great Crested Flycatcher, 
Common Grackle, Scrub Jay, White Pelican, Black-bellied Plover, Lesser Scaup, Forster's Tern, Ruddy Turnstone, Solitary (Blue-headed) 
Vireo, Prairie Warbler, Yellow-throated Warbler, and Greater Yellowlegs.

There can be wide fluctuations in counts from one year to the next as with Eastern Bluebird, Indigo Bunting, Scrub Jay, Lesser Scaup, 
Forster's Tern, Yellow-throatedWarbler, and Greater Yellowlegs, which declined more than 65% in 2021, but rose more than 200% in 
2022.  The opposite held true for Mallard Duck, Herring Gull, Common Loon, Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Roseate Spoonbill, 
Tufted Titmouse which increased more than 200% in 2021, but declined more than 65% in 2022.
Fish Crow, Lesser Scaup were added to the top ten, while Black and Turkey Vultures were deleted; otherwise all the other species just 
changed their rankings.
The following 8 birds had equal to or higher totals than in any of the last 20 years: LeastBittern, Indigo Bunting, Crested Caracara, Fish 
Crow, Peregrine Falcon, Barn Owl, Northern Parula, and Yellow-throated Warbler.
There were 12 birds that are seen occasionally which we did not record through count week in the last two years:  American Bittern, 
Canvasback, Short-billed Dowitcher,  Marbled Godwit, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Red Knot, American Redstart, Northern Shoveler,  
Vesper Sparrow, Hermit Thrush, American Wigeon, and Sedge Wren.



Gainesville Christmas Count Magazine Article: it is a good read by Audubon Member Debbie Segal  An excerpt:
We stationed ourselves across the expansive marsh, well before dawn, ready to tally any species whose voice we could discern. 
The almost-full moon inched closer to the horizon and should have illuminated the wetlands, but an inter- mittent fog partially 
cloaked the bulrush and cattails. A Limpkin trumpeted out a call, and two more answered with a wail—the first entries on our 
nocturnal checklist for the 2021 Gainesville Christmas Bird Count (CBC).
The quiet returned, and we were mesmerized by the calmness we could feel and the vastness we couldn’t fully view but knew 
surrounded us. A trailing grunt sliced through the silence, followed by a drawn-out chuckle. A Virginia Rail and a Sora were added 
to our infant checklist.  A cluster of aging cypress trees, their outlines visible through the pre-dawn fog, interrupted an otherwise-
uniform view. The middle tree in the small island was now a skeleton while those surrounding it were still reluctant to shed their 
foliage. Silhouettes of birds—large birds—were hunkered on the branches. I set up my spotting scope hoping to iden- tify the 
shapes that we could barely see. Great Blue Herons, Wood Storks, White Ibises, and Double-crested Cormorants were added to 
our list. One of the birds stretched out its neck, and I giddily called out, “Roseate Spoonbill!” Then a Great Horned Owl delivered a 
series of hoots from a cluster of small trees in the opposite direction.
It was barely 6:30, and darkness still prevailed. An outline of ducks whistled toward us. Ten Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks lifted up 
from the wetlands and were V’ing their way north to a diurnal roost. And as if on cue, one small flock of vocal whistlers after an- 
other alerted us to their presence by their characteristic squealing calls. We tallied 74 Black-bellies winging over our middle 
station…….  READ THE REST on our website Birding Tab or by joining the Ameriican Birding Association to get BIRDING 
ABA.ORG/MAGAZINE

PRAS commitment to Four RCC 2023 Priorities 
Priority 1
PRAS Tomorrow is the last Mosaic Workshop in Arcadia with public input on radiation and several members are speaking 3 minutes for 
water quality of the Peace River and perils of phosphate mining.

Priority 2
PRAS has been collaborating with the Environmental Conservancy Of North Port (formed in 2020) to purchase lots with or near 
existing populations of Florida Scrub Jay in North Port and Harbour Heights.  Surveys of Jays are periodically taken and fund 
raising are some of the activities in addition to new collaborations with Cornell Land Trust Bird Conservation Initiative - 2023 Land 
Trust Small Grant Program (6 $5000 grants for capacity and partnership projects OR 8 $25,000 grants for management & restoration 
projects). March 1 deadline

Priority 3 
Charlotte County is still in the SW Florida Resiliency MOU and Conservation Chair attends Climate webinars & meetings

Priority 4
PRAS was awarded $2,500 FPL/Audubon Plants for Birds Grant to start a Native Plant Nursery with CHEC since Charlotte County 
doesn't have a solely native plant nursery.PRAS donates to CHEC summer camp scholarships in Title 1 areas annually.PRAS volunteers 
for CLI mentorships which increases diversity.

SW Florida Regional Conservation Committee 2023 Priorities (Five Audubons: AWE, PRAS, ASW, SCAS, HGAS) 
The five local Audubon organizations in the Southwest Florida Region, using sound science, professional policy guidance, and in complement to 
Audubon Florida’s statewide conservation priorities, will mobilize volunteer and staff leadership, members, allies, community leaders, elected officials, 
and government agencies to cooperatively advance four regional priorities: 
1. Reduction in harmful algal blooms in southwest Florida through nutrient source control, watershed restoration, wetland preservation, and protection 
of connected coastal and inland habitats from Lake Okeechobee, Caloosahatchee River, Peace River/Charlotte Harbor, and Big Cypress and Corkscrew 
Swamps to their downstream estuaries and beaches. In addition to supporting Audubon calls for advocacy relating to issues such as improvement of 
stormwater treatment infrastructure and removal of leaking septic systems, SW Florida chapters may elect to engage in some or all of a variety of 
supportive activities on several levels — individual homes, neighborhoods, streets, municipalities and counties. Examples could include community 
science such as collection of water quality data, establishing rain gardens and cisterns, support for Low Impact Design strategies, and support for 
seagrass restoration. 
2. Conservation/enhancement of as much wildlife habitat and land of environmental value as possible in the areas where our five chapters operate. 
In addition to supporting Audubon calls to advocate for purchase of environmentally sensitive land, conservation easements and similar measures 
especially in SW Florida, chapters may wish to support local initiatives such as Plants for Birds Campaigns, native tree planting, urban wildlife habitat 
creation, turf grass conversion to native plants, and reduction of risk to birds from buildings. 
3. Enhanced regional and local sea level rise/climate change adaptation and mitigation planning and implementation, and considering the 
overwhelmingly diverse and growing list of climate impacts in SW Florida. 
Regional chapters will encourage local government participation in the Southwest Florida Regional Resiliency Coalition. Efforts will be made to assure 
governments fairly evaluate the University of Florida/Florida Gulf Coast University ACUNE and other models of sea level rise and climate impacts in 
deciding on actions required to protect human and wildlife communities at risk in SW Florida. Chapters may also promote local and regional measures 
to lower greenhouse gas emissions and increase resiliency through nature-based strategies such as watershed restoration (e.g., Horse Pen Strand and 
Charlotte Harbor Flatwoods purchase and restoration), offshore and oyster reef creation, coastal bird and habitat stewardship, or mangrove and sea 
grass restoration. 
4. Increased diversity of chapter membership and leadership as well as of the beneficiaries of chapter programs. 
Our chapters tend to be older and less economically, culturally and racially diverse than the larger communities where they are located. To attempt to 
remedy these imbalances, chapters, in consultation with leaders of previously under-represented groups, will attempt to assure that such activities as 
Plants for Birds, urban wildlife support, and native tree plantings benefit such groups. Similarly chapters will support efforts to remediate pollution and 
other negative environmental outcomes which differentially afflict less advantaged groups. Special efforts will also be made to assure that Audubon 
environmental education programs reach more diverse audiences. 

http://ABA.ORG/MAGAZINE


Climate Leadership meeting January 31
Kristen Kosik gave a powerpoint presentation on Living Shorelines
https://floridalivingshorelines.com/florida-sampler

“A shoreline management practice that provides 
erosion control benefits; protects, restores, or 
enhances natural shoreline habitat; and maintains 
coastal processes through the strategic placement 
of plants, stone, sand fill, and other structural 
organic materials (e.g. biologs, oyster reefs, etc).”
– National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

Instead of concrete seawalls - Living shorelines!

Migrating rays Anna Maria Island Jan 21, 2023

https://floridalivingshorelines.com/florida-sampler

