
Mike Krzyzkowski is one of our 
Board  Directors  and  he  serves 
as the chair of two committees: 
Speaker  Program  and  Bird 

Blind.  In addition, he is organizing a Birding 
Trip to Big Bend, Texas. He has guided PRAS 
as  President  and  Co-President.  His  Florida 
stor y  started  when  this  retired  family 
physician moved to Florida in 2004 from NJ – 
only  to  be  welcomed  by  hurricane  Charley 
shortly  after  arriving!  He 
worked  for  a  Community 
Care  Center  in  Arcadia 
briefly,  then  for  Public 
Health before  finishing up 
with a few years as a part-
timer for Tidewell Hospice. 
Being  a  generalist,  he  felt 
that this was a great way to 
fin i sh  a  ca reer  whi le 
cont inu ing  to  remain 
productive.  Although  he 
plays bridge regularly, outdoor activities have 
always  been  a  big  part  of  his  life  including 
gardening & fishing. Birding has always been 
an interest as one of the more visible aspects 
of  nature.  He  worked  part-time  on  a  small 
eco- tourism  cruise  l ine  giving  him  an 
opportunity  to  see  and  experience  different 
parts of the world, including some wonderful 
birding spots. Mike says, “Birding has always 
been  a  pleasant  and  relatively  inexpensive 
hobby – requiring only a good bird book and a 
fair  pair  of  binoculars.  Seeing  the  same  US 
birds in the southern hemisphere in our winter 
was eye-opening to say the least! Volunteering 
for Peace River Audubon has been a great way 
to  stay  involved  with  the  outdoors  while 
providing an opportunity to give back to the 
community. In a way, it can be the best of both 
worlds.  It  also  exposes  one  to  many  like-
minded  people.  I  strongly  recommend  it.” 
Please email him at mikekrzys007@gmail.com 
to  volunteer  at  the  bird  blind  or  if  you  are 
interesting in the Big Bend Trip.

 Live Meetings, Walks and Events  (see 2nd page)

Website https://peaceriveraudubon.org

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/PRASaudubon
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Photo Contest
$100-200 Prizes   
Deadline Dec 10 

Top  prize  overall  winner  $200 
Three  more  opportunities  to  win 
$100  in  these  categories  birds, 
wildlife or landscape scenery.   Go 
to  PRAS website  to  find out  the 
details and submit your photos or  
https://peaceriveraudubon.org/
photo-contest/

Free Park Pass with your Library Card 
Did you know that you can use your library card to check out a one-day 
pass to a state park, just as if you had checked out a book? 
It’s  completely  free,  but  each library  has  a  limited number of  available 
passes. 
Sadly, you can’t just show your card at the park and get in free, but it’s a 
wonderful opportunity if you plan ahead. 
For more information, go to 
 https://www.floridastateparks.org/RealFloridaReader

WhiteBird PRAS Monthly Newsletter

Heron steals a baby Alligator!
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2022-23 PRAS Link 
https://peaceriveraudubon.org/wp-content/
uploads/2022/08/Brochure-Trifold-final.pdf

Walkabout 

Tuesday, December 13 8 AM 
Amberjack Park at the end of 
Gasparilla Pines Blvd, Placida 

Peace River Canoe Trail

We  arrived  at  Ackerman’s  Lake  at 
7:20  am to  see  50  Cattle  Egrets  on 
their  roost,  a  Lesser  Scaup,  Pied-
billed  Grebes,  Anhingas,  Common 
Grackles,  Gallinules,  Herons  and 
Egrets.  Then  we  drove  to  Celery 
Fields  and  gathered  at  the  nature 
center bird feeders to see Boat-tailed 
Grack les ,  Bronze  and  Sh iny 
Cowbirds. Two Bald Eagles and a pair 
of  Northern  Harriers  were  seen  far 
away. At the Raymond Road Gazebo, 
a Sora came out in the open and was 
very cooperative for photos.

As  we  walked 
the  trail  to  the 
back  cana l ,  a 
Red-shouldered 
Hawk  posed  on 
a  post  whi le  

Ye l l o w - r u m p e d 
Warblers,  Marsh 
Wrens  &  Swamp 
Sparrows flitted in 
the edges.  A Woodstork showed up in the canal. 
The sun warmed the  chilly  breezes  into  a  very 
nice  day!   There  were  49  species  seen.  For  a  complete  list  go  to                  
https://ebird.org/caribbean/checklist/S122662295

December 15th Pot luck Dinner  

5:30 pm Speaker 7 pm

First Alliance Church 


Family Life Center -Gym

20444 Midway Blvd. Port Charlotte


Speaker Brandon Moody

Charlotte County Water Manager


Bring a dish & your place setting 
 Covid indoor protocol observed


Masks Provided

New Year’s Day Walkabout 

Sunday Jan 1st  at 8 am 

Ollie’s Pond with Dave Lancaster

Celery Fields  Nov 19  
PRAS Field Trip Summary

Officially,  the Peace River Canoe Trail  begins at Fort Meade and ends 67 
miles later, at State Road 70, just west of Arcadia. Above Fort Meade, the 
river is often too shallow to navigate. If your goal is simply to see it, you can 
launch a canoe or kayak at  one of  its  11  public  boat ramps,  then paddle 
upstream a mile or two and drift lazily back to your point of origin. You 
won’t find a more tranquil and relaxing setting, or a better way to spend an 
afternoon.  For more solitude or a  spiritual  connection,  you might try an 
overnighter, like the trip from Zolfo Springs to Gardner. It’s 23 river miles 
from the canoe launch in Zolfo Springs to the pickup point, a concrete boat 
ramp at Gardner. The journey takes about two days, just time enough to 
experience the Peace River at  its  most serene and scenic best.  The river 
winds through cypress swamps, shady hammocks and hardwood forests; but 
no rapids to run nor whirlpools to avoid.  Halfway point is marked by a high 
wooden bridge then glittering deltas and gently sloping sandbars. You can 
continue  down to  the  tidal  Charlotte  Harbor  Estuary  where  mangroves 
(facultative halophytes) can grow in salt or brackish waters.  Sea grass grows 
for visiting manatees. Look for a PRAS  Peace River boat trip in February. 

Join the Christmas Bird Count 

Saturday, Dec 17 CBC  4-8 hrs 
please volunteer for PRAS Bird 

Count Circle email Tony Licata at 
aflicata@gmail.com
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