
 

 

Due to later migration, lingering COVID 19 pandemic and partly 
cloudy skies with breezy winds, our total count was down to 12,053, a 47% 
decrease compared to 22,865 in 2020. Even though the pandemic lowered 
the number of participants, we had over 60 participants who spent 100 
hours in search of birds by foot, car, golf cart, & boat, covering over 425 
miles by land or sea. Of note, we recorded for the first time ever five 
species: Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Canada Goose, Lesser Black-backed Gull, 
Cinnamon Teal and Cinnamon/Blue-winged Teal. We had 127 total species. 
See more at https://peaceriveraudubon.org/2021-christmas-bird-count-
results/

    In 1900, on Christmas Day, 27 birders in 25 locations across the United 
States donned winter gear and binoculars, then stepped outside to list all the birds 
they could see in 24 hours. They didn’t know it then, but they were launching what 
would  become  the  world's  longest-running  community  science  project  on 
birds. Much has changed since that first count: Global temperatures have risen by 
1  degree  Celsius,  or  1.8  degrees  Fahrenheit,  the  U.S.  population  has  more  than 
quadrupled, and 64 percent of the world's wetlands have been destroyed. But the 
birders  keep  counting. The  field  notes  created  over  the  past  century  are  now 
helping researchers answer a critical question: How have climate change and land-
use change affected birds? This question has driven bird experts to their wits' end. 
Both climate and land-use change clearly impact where birds live and how many 
survive through time.  The first CBC participants couldn’t have fathomed that their 
field notes could one day drive tangible conservation policies. “Data collected by 
volunteers once a year turns out to be really valuable when you multiply it by 90,”  
“I  just  think that's  really  cool.”  https://www.audubon.org/news/climate-change-or-

habitat-loss-new-study-weighs-which-influences-birds-more

Black Bear 
CHEC Jan. Sighting  

Gayle’s  Field  Cam  caught  a  black 
bear  at  the  Black  Needle  Rush 
Marsh  Sign  in  Alligator  Creek, 
Charlotte  Harbor  Environmental 
Center Park on Burnt Store Road.

The Eagle Point Trail is shown in the 
picture  below.  Use  your  mobile 
phone  while  you  walk!  The  trail  is 
about one mile long with the most 
diverse  habitats :  You  wi l l  see 
Hammocks ,  Pa lmetto  Pine 
F la twoods ,  B lack  Need ler ush 
Saltmarsh,  Mangrove  Swamp and  a 
Freshwater Pond. 

https://www.youraudiotour.com/

WhiteBird PRAS Monthly Newsletter

Walkabout  Feb 8 canceled Field Trip Feb 26  Lemon Creek Wildflower Pres

Feb 17 Eva Furner Habitat Restoration Lemon Creek Wildflower Preserve 
http://peaceriveraudubon.org/events/

Website http://peaceriveraudubon.org                                                               
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/PRASaudubon 

To join go to: http://peaceriveraudubon.org/support-our-cause/become-a-member/

Tony Licata’s 2021 PRAS CBC Count Results

Gayle Plaia’s Audio Tour  of 
CHEC’s Eagle Point Trail

February 2022

The Importance of CBC

http://peaceriveraudubon.org
https://www.facebook.com/PRASaudubon
http://peaceriveraudubon.org/support-our-cause/become-a-member/


Bird Info 

TwoThings that You Didn’t 
Know that You Didn’t Know!

1
The Pleco Catfish that clean your 
aquarium by eating algae are found 
in Florida waters cleaning manatees 
too!  However,  when  released  in 
Florida  watersheds  they  displace 
native fish species and possibly can 
cause  shoreline  erosion.   See  how 
by  reading  page  3  in  the  January 
Conservation  Report  on  PRAS 
website!

2
Bears have a sense of smell 7x that 
of Bloodhounds!
Bloodhounds have a sense of smell 
300x that of humans so bears can 
smell 2,100x better than you & me!!
Translate  that  to  miles  and  NPS 
says its about 18-20 miles!!!
Also on page 3 at the top middle.

https://peaceriveraudubon.org/
conservation-report-january-2022/

Julie Zickefoose on Birds 
On January 25th, many Florida Audubon Chapters tuned in to a 

wonderful Blue Jay webinar story by Julie Zickefoose called “Saving 
Jemima.” The story shows how she rescued Jemima after someone was 
unsuccessful at a recovery effort.  It was a very informative way to 
learn about bird behavior and backyard habitats.  Well worth the 90 
minutes.  If you missed the webinar, you can read her book.  She has a 
blog and NPR has many of her commentaries.  She is the author of 
five books: Saving Jemima, Baby Birds, The Bluebird Effect, 
Letters from Eden, and Natural Gardening for Birds.

  Julie is a writer, artist and naturalist from the Appalachian 
foothills of Ohio. Every day, she roams her 80 acre wildlife sanctuary, 
and every day she finds something new. This deep relationship with 
the land is the wellspring for her writing and art. She has many 
galleries on her website: bird drawings, waterbirds, raptors, 
woodpeckers, hummingbirds, thrushes, thrashers, wrens, sparrows, 
flycatchers, warblers, kinglets, others, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, 
insects, and plants. Most of her art work depicts birds. But a close 
look reveals that there's a lot more than birds in these paintings. 
There are botanical drawings, landscapes, even cityscapes. The birds 
are accurate, and are always depicted in appropriate habitat and 
vegetation.

Check out her website:http://
www.juliezickefoose.com/index.php

Learn about threats to Florida’s Key Deer and 
Panther by going to the Peace River Audubon 
Society website, click on Conservation, go to the 
bottom of the page and select Conservation Report 
January 2022. https://peaceriveraudubon.org/conservation-
report-january-2022/ 

Great Backyard Bird Count  Feb 12-15               
To Learn How                                                                   

Go to https://www.birdcount.org/participate/   
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