
Bird Notes: Save the date Dec 18 for CBC 

          October Sightings                          

Red Bug Slough Oct 5  43 species                                             
https://ebird.org/checklist/S95669143    

 Crowley Museum Oct 8  71 species                                         
https://ebird.org/checklist/S95801277

Peace River Kayak Oct 23 21 species 

https://ebird.org/caribbean/checklist/S96598798 

November 2021  

Panther Deaths 

So  far  this  year,  24  endangered 
Florida panthers have died — 18 
of  them  on  roadways  —  an 
average of more than one a week. 
Remember  that  on l y  an 
est imated  120  to  230  adult 
Florida  panthers  exist  on Earth, 
all of them in southwest Florida. 
Jus t  in  the  l a s t  week  o f 
September,  three  endangered 
panthers were killed on roadways 
in Lee and Collier counties —  a 
kitten just  3  to 4 months old,  a 
three-year-old male and a female 
that  was  10  to  12  years  old. 
Florida  should  revisit  the  ill-
conceived  decision  to  open  the 
25,560-acre  Florida  Panther 
National Wildlife Refuge to more 
people. Allowing turkey hunting, 
new  hiking/biking  trails,   more 
infrastructure  and  boardwalks 
would only put Florida panthers 
in  further  peril.  Hopefully,  new 
oil drilling permits at Big Cypress 
wi l l  be  denied  and  wetland 
permitting  authority  wil l  be 
returned to the federal gov.

Walkabout Nov 9  &  Field Trip Popash Creek Preserve Nov 20       

Next Program CHNEP Nov 18 http://peaceriveraudubon.org/events/

Website http://peaceriveraudubon.org CBC Tony aflicata02@gmail.com

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/PRASaudubon To join go to:

http://peaceriveraudubon.org/support-our-cause/become-a-member/
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N. Waterthrush

https://ebird.org/checklist/S95669143
https://ebird.org/checklist/S95801277
http://peaceriveraudubon.org
https://www.facebook.com/PRASaudubon
http://peaceriveraudubon.org/support-our-cause/become-a-member/


FWC Lionfish Contest 
Winner: Brooks Feeser removed 1,632 
inva s ive  f i sh !  A  tota l  o f  2 1 , 146 
nonnative  lionfish  were  removed 
during  the  Lionfish  Challenge  this 
year!   These  nonnative,  invasive  fish 
are detrimental  for native marine life 
and ecology but they are super tasty! 

Scrub Jay Acorn Alert 
Acorns,  our  woodland’s  super  food 
feed 96 species of birds and mammals. 
P l e a s e  l e a v e  yo u r  S a n d  O a k 
Acorns in your yards for birds like 
the  Florida  Scrub  Jay  except  in 
known  black  bear  areas.  With  a 
protein  count  at  6%,  fats  52%  and 
carbs 42%, they make a perfect way to 
build up fat to carry animals through 
the  dry  season.   Bears  store  as  fat; 
while  Jays  bury  them  for  later  use.   
Photos by Keith Coats

Manatees Winter Outlook 
Legislature is voting to allocate funds 
to  plant  seagrass  but  historically 
success rates have been low.  The latest 
Florida  algae  research  task  force 
recommends a greater need to improve 
water  qual i ty  in  their  habitats ! 
Starvation and boat strikes will inhibit 
manatee recovery efforts this winter.

eBird Data-driven Tools 

Red Knot © John Sullivan/Macaulay Library                          

 Explore Shore ShorebirdViz  at https://ebird.org/news/advancing-
shorebird-conservation-with-data-driven-tools/?
utm_content=buffere3be8&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook
.com&utm_campaign=buffer&fbclid=IwAR3D9NKdepNt2hsZY-4DyN
yDB6N3mVyy7m0JzdkgdQJnUssBQihqdXh_Ck4

Shorebirds, most of which frequent sensitive coastal habitats, 
are  already  at  dangerously  low  numbers  and  have  lost  more 
than  one-third  of  their  population  since  1970.  Addressing 
shorebird  declines  of  this  nature  takes  international  coordination as 
many species travel 3,000 plus miles from their breeding grounds 
in the Arctic to their wintering grounds in Mexico or Central and South 
America. The Atlantic Flyway Shorebird Initiative’s business plan 
called for investing in filling knowledge gaps to better understand 
when and where shorebirds occur at multiple spatial scales for effective 
conservation.   To  ameliorate  those  data  gaps,  the  Cornell  Lab  of 
Ornithology joined shorebird experts from around the world to assess 
their data needs and figure out how to make the data in eBird more 
accessible to biologists and decision makers. EBird Status and Trends 
Data Products have great estimates of shorebird abundance, but 
they’re locked up in data formats that require technical skills to 
use.  The  challenge  was  working  with  partners  to  identify  how they 
wanted to work with the data and then building an interactive tool that 
fit  their  needs  and  opened  the  data  up  to  them.”  says  Tom  Auer, 
geospatial data science team lead at the Cornell  Lab of Ornithology.  
The result of those discussions is ShorebirdViz, an interactive tool 
that combines observations of shorebirds in eBird with state-
of-the  art  statistical  models  designed  to  provide  decision 
makers, land managers, conservationists, and biologists with a 
better  understanding  of  when  and  where  shorebirds  occur.  
Developing  sustainable agricultural  ecosystems and securing 
wetland  habitats  along  with  legislation  action  will  advance 
conservation for the 3,703 American IBAs (Important Bird Areas).
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