
Conservation Leadership Initiative, Audubon Florida’s Mentoring Program 

 Audubon has a mentoring program for college students called Conservation Leadership 
Initiative (CLI).  In 2010 Florida Audubon started a program that matches up young 
conservationists and students with experienced Audubon leaders for a day at Assembly.  Soon 
the program was expanded to a three day event at the annual Assembly.  In 2019, Audubon 
expanded its Conservation Leadership Initiative (CLI) from a three-day program to a full year 
training fellowship for Florida students interested in conservation. CLI brings together college 

participants who demonstrate great potential as 
environmental leaders, pairing each with a mentor 
and prov id ing workshops to showcase 
conservation careers. This year, Audubon was 
proud to welcome 25 gifted students from 12 
Florida Colleges and Universities.  Bren Curtis of 
Peace River Audubon mentored Hannah Kenzie 
and Allison Ryun in previous years.  This year she 
has a new student, Edwin Wilke, her third FGCU 
student. 

 Edwin Wilke is an award winning 18 year old nature and wildlife photographer born in 
Boca Raton, Florida and based in Palm Beach County.  Edwin is studying Environmental 
Science at Florida Gulf Coast University in Fort Myers, Florida.  From environmental 
stewardship to animal husbandry, he contributes his time and passion for helping others.  He 
travels the great state of Florida in hopes of capturing the beautiful and unique flora and fauna 
that can be found in its many natural areas.  He was originally inspired by his late grandfather, 
who was a passionate film photographer. His photographic journey officially started in middle 
school after attending a photography summer camp. During the program, he took multiple field 
trips to the local natural areas for photography assignments. From the moment he picked up a 
camera for the first time, his passion for capturing the natural world and the species that 
inhabit it has grown exponentially. He hopes that his images influence others to love and care 
for nature.  In addition to photography, he has spent 
thousands of volunteer hours helping organizations in 
need.  His website is www.edwinwilke.myportfolio.com 
Here are some of his photography awards: 
-1st Place: 2020 Florida Birding and Photo Fest, Young Birders 
Photo Contest
-Senior Portfolio Gold Key: 2019 Scholastic Art and Writing 
Awards 
-Grand Prize: 2018 Loxahatchee River Photography Contest
- 1st Place: 2018 Loxahatchee River Photography Contest, 
Human Interaction
- 1st Place: 2017 Friends of Green Cay Nature Center 
Photography Contest, Youth
- 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and Honorable Mention: 36th Annual Friends of 
ARM Loxahatchee Photography Contest, Youth Avian
- 1st Place: 36th Annual Friends of ARM Loxahatchee 
Photography Contest, Youth Fauna
- Two Gold Keys and a Silver Key: 2018 Scholastic Art and 
Writing Awards
- Two Honorable Mentions: 2017 Scholastic Art and Writing 
Awards
- Award of Merit and Honorable Mention ribbons: Audubon 
Everglades Photography Club


