Protect Birds from Climate Change
Two-thirds of North American bird species are at risk of extinction from climate
change. Senate Misses Opportunity By Scuttling Energy Package
WASHINGTON — “This package presented a missed opportunity to make
meaningful bi-partisan progress in modernizing our energy system,” said Sarah
Greenberger, senior vice president for conservation policy at the National
Audubon Society. “We thank Senators Murkowski and Manchin for their
leadership, and we will continue to work with legislators on both sides of the aisle
to push for meaningful action. Our research shows that we are at a critical
moment. We must find a way to rapidly reduce emissions, invest in clean energy
innovation, and increase energy storage capacity to slow global temperatures,
and protect the places that birds and people need to survive.”
Among the priority bills championed by Audubon that were included in the
package were the Better Energy Storage Technology (BEST) Act, the Clean
Industrial Technology Act (CITA) to reduce emissions in the industrial sector, and
reauthorization of the ARPA-E program, which funds research and innovation in
energy.
Senators had also introduced a number of amendments that would have made a
positive impact on climate mitigation, if included. The list includes amendments
that would extend and expand a number of clean energy tax incentives,
proactively plan the development of renewable energy on public lands, extend
the moratorium on fossil fuel leasing in the eastern Gulf of Mexico for an
additional 10 years, and phase down the use of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs),
potent greenhouse gases primarily used as coolants. Adoption of these
amendments would have strengthened the underlying legislation.
“We hope the House of Representatives will take this opportunity to introduce
their own bipartisan package of energy legislation that can help build the
foundation for an economy-wide transition to clean energy,” said Greenberger.
“The House should build on the Senate’s proposal by ensuring robust funding for
innovation around renewables, energy storage, and industrial emissions.”
Last year, Audubon released Survival By Degrees, a report that found that twothirds of North American birds are vulnerable to extinction from climate change
unless dramatic action is taken immediately. The earth’s temperature is on a
course to rise 3 degrees Celsius by 2080, which could prove disastrous. By
keeping that rise in check even by half, the vast majority of bird species could be
preserved.
About Audubon
The National Audubon Society protects birds and the places they need, today
and tomorrow. Audubon works throughout the Americas using science, advocacy,

education, and on-the-ground conservation. State programs, nature centers,
chapters, and partners give Audubon an unparalleled wingspan that reaches
millions of people each year to inform, inspire, and unite diverse communities in
conservation action. A nonprofit conservation organization since 1905, Audubon
believes in a world in which people and wildlife thrive. Learn more at
www.audubon.org and on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram @audubonsociety.
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Dark Skies Needed
As migrating birds pass over brightly lit cities, skyglow drowns out the stars,
confusing them and luring them into urban areas. Once trapped in the windowed
maze of the city, birds either hit buildings directly or circle them until they collapse
from exhaustion. Lights Out programs help to prevent birds from being attracted
to urban areas. In Chicago, one Lights Out building showed an 80 percent
decrease in strike rates after joining the Lights Out movement. Turning off
unnecessary overnight lighting also helps us save energy (and money!), reduce
our carbon footprint, and protect our view of the stars!
Migratory birds on their way north or south need the dark night as actual habitat.
Biological systems evolved on this planet in cycles of light and dark. When we
light the night, we are in fact fragmenting habitat occupied by nocturnal species.
We are also tampering with highly complex ecosystems that rely on carefully
timed circadian rhythms (light/dark cycles) that govern sleep, mating, migration,
flowering, hunting, hibernation, plant budding and flowering, leaf drop, and the list
goes on.
It is easy to minimize light trespass with well-designed lighting, and still provide
all the light that we need.

https://www.darksky.org

http://darkskystudies.org

Tips to reduce energy
Close curtains, program thermostats, keep HVAC unit clear of debris, plant a
tree, check for air leaks, insulate, upgrade windows
Do annual A/C maintenance, upgrade outdated appliances, buy EnergyStar
Unplug when not in use,
Change light bulbs, go to solar-powered lights and install sensors,
Reusing the precious metals and plastics in old cell phones alone instead of
making or mining more of them would save as much energy as flipping oﬀ the
power to 24,000 US homes for an entire year. The typical American
household has 24 electronic devices and in 2009 the EPA estimated that
there are 2.37 million tons worth of electronics ready to be disposed of. This
would fill almost five football stadiums!
Re-evaluate. Do you really need that extra gadget? Try finding one device
with multiple functions.
Extend the life of your electronics. Buy a case, keep your device clean, and
avoid overcharging the battery.
Buy environmentally friendly electronics. Look for products labeled Energy
Star or certified by the Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT).
Donate used electronics to social programs—and help victims of domestic
violence, children safety initiatives, environmental causes, and more. Ask your
student REP for a postage paid mailer for your cell phone or ink cartridge. For
each item received, the World Wildlife Fund will receive one dollar.
Reuse & Recycle electronics and batteries in e-waste recycling bins

