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ECUADOR
EXPLORING THE AMAZON BASIN
with Venice Area Audubon
October 25 - November 2, 2019

Per square mile, Ecuador has the highest
biodiversity in the world, including over
1,640 species of birds, many rare and endemic.
Discover the amazing avian fauna and other
wildlife of Ecuador’s Amazon Basin on this
9-day adventure. With assistance from an
expert guide, encounter a variety of birds,
insects, mammals, such as monkeys and
sloths, reptiles and exotic plants while hiking
numerous rainforest trails, or paddling the
calm rivers and flooded swamp of Amazonia.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
•

Explore the diversity of the Amazon, including
riverine, swamp, and rainforest ecosystems, while
looking for target birds such as Golden-eared
Tanager, Deep-blue Flowerpiercer or Blackthroated Brilliant.

•

Enjoy an excellent system of rainforest hiking
trails and accompany your naturalist guide on a
night walk through the rainforest to view nocturnal
species.

•

Experience a spectacular view of the rainforest
canopy from an elevated canopy walk.

•

View as  many as four different species of parrots
at the same time eating clay to neutralize the acid
in their diet of fruits and leaves.

holbrook.travel/vaas-ec19

ITINERARY
BLD = BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER

OCTOBER 25 - QUITO
Upon arrival in Quito, you’ll be met by your guide and
transferred to the hotel. Check-in is available at 2 pm.
Overnight at Rincón de Puembo.
OCTOBER 26 - SUMACO
After an early breakfast, attend a program orientation.
Then transfer across the Continental Divide and down
into the Amazon Basin to Wild Sumaco Lodge. Sumaco
has outstanding facilities, great hummingbird feeding
stations right off the spacious main deck, and an excellent
trail system for those who wish to explore the surrounding
jungle. Because it sits at an intermediate elevation, about
4,900 feet above sea level, birds associated with both high
and low elevations are often seen. In addition, three bands
of black-mantled tamarin (small monkeys) frequent the
woods adjacent to the lodge, and are often seen visiting
banana feeders in clear view from the main deck. Since
this is in the Amazon rainforest, the climate is more
humid and a bit warmer, averaging around 73 degrees
Fahrenheit. Overnight at Wild Sumaco Lodge. (BLD)
OCTOBER 27 - SUMACO
Full day of birding at Wild Sumaco Lodge and the
surrounding area. Look for Gray-tailed Piha, Bluerumped Manakin, and Chestnut-crowned Gnateater, the
endangered Military Macaw, rare Spot-winged Parrotlet,
or even the very rare Yellow-throated Spadebill, which
has territories along several of the trails. Overnight at Wild
Sumaco Lodge. (BLD)
OCTOBER 28 - AMAZON
This morning transfer to Coca. Upon arrival have a
quick lunch in Sacha’s private house, followed by a canoe
trip down the Napo River, a short rainforest hike, and a
crossing of Lake Pilchicocha to Sacha Lodge (a 2.5 hour
journey). Of the incredible 1,600 bird species registered
in Ecuador, 600 (37 percent) have been seen at Sacha
Lodge. That’s almost 7 percent of the species found in
the entire world! Enjoy observing birds at the mini tower
and the butterfly house before dinner at the lodge. After
dinner, accompany your naturalist guide on a night walk
through the rainforest to view some of the hundreds of
different species of animals that can only be found at
night. Overnight at Sacha Lodge. (BLD)
OCTOBER 29 - AMAZON
Begin the day on the Liana Chica Trail to arrive at the
canopy walk for spectacular views of the rainforest and the
many different species of birds such as Scarlet and Redbellied Macaws, Many-banded Aracari, Tawny-bellied
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Screech-Owl, Common Potoo, Ladder-tailed Nightjar,
Magpie Tanager, Gilded Barbet, and Yellow-rumped
Cacique. The canopy walk is designed to be a selfstanding rigid suspension and is one of only a few in the
world. Located within Sacha’s private reserve, two miles
from the shores of the Rio Napo and one mile from the
lodge, the bird walk gives you the opportunity of an “up
close and personal” view of the rainforest canopy. After
the canopy walk take the Liana Grande Trail through
terra firma and igapo forest habitats where native guides
will explain many different species of medicinal plants
that have been used in their culture for hundreds of years.
Liana Grande will turn into the Higueron Trail, which
will take you through pristine primary forest with huge
kapok and fig trees towering hundreds of feet above your
head. After lunch, choose to take a leisurely hike along
the Rio Napo where you may spot the Rufescent TigerHeron, or the more challenging hike on the Leoncillo
Trail where you may see the elusive dusky titi monkey.
The trails will lead you back to the main boardwalk for
your final hike and canoe ride to the lodge. Overnight at
Sacha Lodge. (BLD)
OCTOBER 30 - AMAZON
Leaving the lodge after breakfast, begin your hike on the
Lagartococha Trail. This trail offers the chance to learn
more about the native people and their relationship
with the forest. Learn about the trees where native
people believe the spirits of their ancestors live, and the
mysterious “dwende”
or devil-man of the
forest. After arriving
at Lake Lagartococha,
take a tranquil
canoe ride through
a natural swamp,
which is the home of
anacondas, caimans,
and capybaras. After
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walk on the other side of Largatococha may give you
the opportunity to spot capuchin or squirrel monkeys
playfully jumping through the trees. Return from the
walk and head back to the lodge for a refreshing dip in
the lake, or a nice relaxing nap in the hammock on your
private balcony. After lunch, your native guide will teach
you how to fish for the infamous razor-toothed piranha.
In the afternoon begin a silent canoe ride through the
flooded Amazonian forest where you’ll have a good chance
of being surrounded by troops of squirrel, capuchin, and
howler monkeys. Try to spot the shy and elusive river
otter as well as the incredibly well camouflaged three-toed
sloth! After your ride through the flooded forest, you will
arrive at Sacha’s 135-foot wooden tower built around an
ancient kapok tree. View vibrantly colored birds through
powerful scopes, and watch the sunset with an amazing
view of Mount Sumaco, a volcano. Possibly you’ll get
a view of the snow-covered caps of the Andes! A canoe
ride back through the flooded forest at night provides for
a different sensory experience; listen to the symphony
of frogs and insects, nocturnal birds making their eerie
nighttime calls, see the glowing eyes of the caimans,
and watch for the several species of bats flying over your
heads. Arrive back at Lake Pilchicocha to the welcoming
lights of Sacha Lodge. Overnight at Sacha Lodge. (BLD)
OCTOBER 31 - AMAZON
Early morning departure to the parrot clay lick. Here
you’ll have a chance to view four different species of
parrots at the same time eating clay to neutralize the
acids which they get from eating many different types of
fruits and leaves. Return back to the lodge for lunch. In
the afternoon take the Pantano Trail, along which there
are several different types of rainforest habitats, from
secondary to primary forests as well as flooded forest and
swampy areas. Naturalist and native guides will share their
knowledge of the jungle and its inhabitants. Overnight at
Sacha Lodge. (BLD)
NOVEMBER 1 - QUITO
Breakfast at Sacha and a walk on the boardwalk to watch
monkeys one last time before your departure. Arrive in
Coca and be escorted to the Coca airport for your flight
to Quito. Upon arrival you will be met and transferred
to the hotel. Farewell dinner this evening. Overnight at
Rincon de Puembo. (BLD)
NOVEMBER 2 - DEPART
Transfer to the airport for your flight back to the US.
Hotel check-out by noon. (B)
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LAND PRICING
$3,150 (12 participants)
Cost includes meals, accommodations, and activities
as indicated in the itinerary, in-country transportation,
internal flights, full time guide for duration of program,
carbon offset and departure tax.
Does not include international airfare, estimated at $675
from Tampa, tips/gratuities, or items of a personal nature.

TRAVEL PROTECTION
Holbrook Travel purchases Travel Protection on behalf of
all participants traveling in 2018 or beyond. These plans
help provide coverage once the trip has departed and offer
benefits for Baggage/Personal Effects, Accident & Sickness
Medical Expenses, Emergency Evacuation and more.
Optional additional coverage is available in the form of
the Group Deluxe Plan, which offers benefits for Trip
Cancellation/Interruption, in addition to many other
insurance benefits and non-insurance assistance services.
If interested in this optional plan, we can provide you
with rates and plan details.

THE FINE PRINT
Cost is based on double occupancy; for a single room
throughout the trip add $640 per person. A $200 per person
deposit and enrollment form are required to reserve your
space on the trip. This deposit is refundable excluding a $100
cancellation fee until July 22, 2019 at which time nonrefundable final payment is due.

This program includes optional carbon offsetting with
ClimateSafe. Learn more at holbrooktravel.com/climatesafe

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ENROLL
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Visit holbrook.travel/vaas-ec19 or contact Stefanie Plein at
877-910-6548 or stefanie@holbrooktravel.com.
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