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PRAS held a well-attended workshop at the 
upstairs meeting room of the Port Charlotte 
Library on December 7th.  Over 50 people 

crowded into the room and enjoyed 
mini quiches, muffins, fruit and 
beverages.  Bren Curtis, who is the 
PRAS Conservation Committee 
Chair,  organized the workshop. She 
introduced the workshop with a 
twelve minute imovie on the basics of 
bird identification.  To view click:  
https://youtu.be/IyIb5inOiDs 
The f irst presenter was Steve 
Buczynski, an avid birder,  current President of Hendry-
Glades Audubon,  south-west regional representative to the 
Audubon of Florida Board of Directors and field research 

specialist for Southern Gardens Citrus, pursuing 
strategies to overcome the Citrus Greening disease.  
He gave away his secret strategies for bird 
identification and reviewed internet apps: Merlin, 
Ebird, Sibley and Cornell etc.  Tony Licata who 
organizes and documents the Peace River CBC circle, 
gave a few tips on spotting techniques. Finally, Ken 
Blackshaw, author of an 8 book series on Birding in 
Nantucket, co-author of A New Guide to Birds of 
Taiwan and current Englewood resident, followed with 
a history of bird field guides.  We wanted to thank the 
presenters who all had to overcome some hardships 
to get to the workshop. Steve drove from Clewiston 

(Hendry County) early on his day off, Tony is recovering from back surgery 
just before Thanksgiving and Ken took time off his snowbird resettlement 
back to Englewood.  Thank you to the PRAS volunteers for helping. 
Several participants signed a volunteer list to join our Christmas Count on 
Dec 14 to help Larry Behrens (Burnt Store Road area) and Barbara Taylor 
(Ponce de Leon Park area).  Brenda Curtis closed the workshop by 
encouraging all to join Backyard counts, and to learn and use ebird. 

In pursuit to mitigate climate changes on migratory birds, the National Audubon hired new staff to start a 
Migration Initiative that will measure how birds are affected by the mistiming of food source availability at key 
migration times. Initially, researchers will be using data from ebird, CBC (Christmas Bird Counts), and 
Backyard Feeder Counts.  This data will be confirmed and expanded with satellite tracking.  PRAS wants to 
encourage members to use ebird.com as much as possible to increase data bases and to join bird counts or 
surveys.  PRAS wants to encourage the general public and bird hobbyists to learn ebird at Cornell’s free 
training course.  All you have to do is register and watch on the internet at  
https://academy.allaboutbirds.org/product/ebird-essentials/ 
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